






 Acknowledgement

Storytelling is an eff ective communication tool adopted in the Buddhist tradition of Dhamma teachings. Although 

in this 21st century where children’s interest and attention are very much attracted to smart phones, tablets, and 

other digital devices, we believe that the Dhamma seeds can still be sown in our young’s minds through storytelling.  

Greed, coupled with ignorance, not only makes us selfish and narrow-minded, it also intensifies our insatiable 

wants.  Such strong incessant desires will eventually lead us to the unwholesome and immoral paths where we 

will face the inevitable harmful consequences of our unethical actions.

The Buddha thus encourages us to achieve wealth righteously, and spend it in meaningful ways. Wealth by itself is 

not an end but a means to a goal. Hence, the Buddha emphasizes right understanding, generosity, and compassion 

as the motivators behind this process of wealth pursuits.

In business, you may be able to deceive your customers for excessive profits, but once they discover your 

fraudulence, they will elude you. On the other hand, being honest and trustworthy, you will win their hearts to 

become your long term staunch business supporters.  With their trust and respect, your business will surely flourish.

This ‘Golden Bowl’ story is a rewriting of the ‘Serivānija Jātaka Story’ which emphasizes the ethical aspect of Right 

Livelihood, one of the factors of the Noble Eightfold Path. In publishing this fift h book in the children’s book series, 

we wish to plant the virtuous seeds of honesty, trustworthiness, kindness, and empathy in the hearts of the young 
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Others are cute, 
shiny beaded necklaces, rings, 

or pretty things to put on the tables.
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One day, they travel to a marketplace 
across the river 

to sell their things
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The greedy man walks pass 
a very big but old house. 

This house once belonged to a rich family, but now 
only a little girl and her grandmother live there. 

The little girl hears the shouting outside, 
“Beads for Sale!” and she tugs her 

grandmother’s blouse, asking to buy one.
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“Grandmother, please buy me a trinket.”

“We are very poor, dear.  
We do not have enough money to buy it”

The girl runs into a room 
and brings out an old and dusty bowl.

“We can exchange this for the trinket.” 
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The old woman calls the greedy man in. 
He sits down and looks at the bowl.

He turns the bowl over.
He scratches the back of it with a needle.

He knows that the bowl is made of real gold.
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The greedy man wants this golden bowl, 
but without giving them anything for it. 

He pretends to be angry and growls like a bear.
“Why do you bring me this dirty rubbish? 

It is of no use!”

He throws the bowl to the fl oor 
and walks out of the house angrily.
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Later that afternoon, 
the honest man also walks by 

the same house shouting, “Beads for Sale!”

The girl tugs at her grandmother’s 
long blouse again.

“Grandmother, please buy me a trinket.”
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“My dear, do you remember 
what the fi rst man said? 

We do not have other things 
we can exchange for a trinket.”

“Grandmother, that man is rude.
This man looks and sounds very kind.  

Can we try and show him the old bowl too?  
I think he will take it.”

18



19



They ask him to take a seat in the house.
The little girl shyly puts the bowl in his hands.

When he sees the bowl, 
he quickly knows it is a golden bowl.
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“Madam, this is a very expensive bowl.
It is worthy of one hundred thousand coins!

I am sorry, but I do not have that 
much money to off er you!”

The old woman’s eyes open big in surprise!
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“The previous seller told us it is worthless.  
Thank you for telling us the truth about its value.

We will be more than happy if you can take it 
and give us something or anything for it.”

The honest man checks his pockets 
and has only fi ve hundred coins.
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His bags have pretty beaded accessories 
worth fi ve hundred coins.

And so he gives everything to them.

After saying many thanks to each other, 
the kind, honest seller leaves the house. 

He hurries to the river with the golden bowl 
and takes the boat home.
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Now… the greedy man comes back to the house. 
He pretends that he will exchange 

something for the bowl.

The old woman scolds him.
“You are a cheat!

You said that the bowl is worthless.
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An honest man came after you. He told us it is 
worthy of one hundred thousand coins.

He has taken the golden bowl, 
in exchange for fi ve hundred coins 

and these beautiful beaded accessories!

You are too late!”

The greedy man feels so ashamed and angry.
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He starts crying 
“My bowl of one hundred thousand coins is gone!” 

He runs to the riverside, but the honest man’s 
boat is already in the middle of the river.

The greedy man feels so much pain 
in his chest and falls dead to the ground.

28



29



The honest man returns home 
to the Seriva city.

He lives a long and happy life with his family. 

He has many good friends too.  
He is nice and kind to others.  

He shares his things and helps others.  
Everybody loves him. 

30





QUESTIONS FOR STORY ANALYSIS

1. Why did the greedy seller pretend to be angry and throw the 
bowl on the fl oor?  

2. Do you think the greedy seller is a clever person?  
Could he have used his intelligence in a wholesome way?

3. Why did the greedy seller drop dead at the river bank?
4. Will the customers continue to buy things from a seller who 

cheats his customers?
5. Is it possible to be honest and achieve business success at 

the same time?
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This Dhamma book comes to you with compliments 
from Lim Boo Hoe & family

Wishing for Good Health, Peace and Happiness.
& Dedicated in loving memory of

Mr Lim Teow Kee
Mdm Tan Choo Pee
Mr Ten Min Hua
Mdm Tan Ah Moi

Wishing well- being and happiness wherever they are.

May the sublime teachings of the Buddha spread far 
and wide in the world for the happiness of many! 

May the merits of this Dhamma work be a conducive factor for us 
and all sentient beings to attain Bliss of Nibbāna!
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Please be assured that the above information provided to Dhammakami Buddhist Society will be kept strictly private and confidential. Your 
information will not be used for any marketing purposes nor will it be given to any third parties. 

The gift  of Dhamma surpasses all other gift s
(Sabbadānaṃ Dhammadānaṃ Jināti)

Thank you for your generous donation.

Dhammakami Buddhist 
Society

No 29, Lorong 29 Geylang, 

#06-02, Singapore 388078

Other books written by Ven. K. Rathanasara

We greatly appreciate your kind generosity of any donations to support us in our 

eff orts to continue printing of Dhamma books for free distribution. To donate, either 

issue a crossed cheque to ‘Dhammakami Buddhist Society’ and forward to our 

address as listed, or transfer online to our current account No 581633989001 with 

OCBC Bank. Please provide your personal details with your contribution. If you have 

enquiries, please email us at dkbs@dhammakami.org
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 Storytelling is an eff ective communication tool adopted in the Buddhist tradition of 
Dhamma teachings. Although in this 21st century where children’s interest and attention 

are very much attracted to smart phones, tablets, and other digital devices, we believe 

that the Dhamma seeds can still be sown in our young’s minds through storytelling.  

Greed, coupled with ignorance, not only makes us selfish and narrow-minded, but it 

also intensifies our insatiable wants.  Such strong incessant desires will eventually lead 

us to the unwholesome and immoral paths where we will face the inevitable harmful 

consequences of our unethical actions.

This ‘Golden Bowl’ story is a rewriting of the ‘Serivānija Jātaka Story’ which emphasizes 

the ethical aspect of Right Livelihood, one of the factors of the Noble Eightfold Path. 

In publishing this fift h book in the children’s book series, we wish to plant the virtuous 

seeds of honesty, trustworthiness, kindness, and empathy in the hearts of the young 

children. So that in time to come, these Dhamma seeds will sprout righteous actions 

that will benefit the society in many ways. 


